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The University of Iowa Implementation Science Center (ISC) aims to accelerate the translation of research findings into real-world practices that benefit people and improve lives. The ISC was established in 2024 under the auspices of the Office of the Vice President for Research (OVPR) and is a campus-wide interdisciplinary center that seeks to reduce the gap between research discoveries and the implementation of new strategies and practices that result from these findings. The ISC is strategically located at the University of Iowa, the only site in the state with a College of Public Health and a comprehensive basic-to-clinical research enterprise situated within an academic medical center. Although implementation science is rapidly expanding, there is less attention on the uptake of evidence-based practices and the latest research discoveries in rural health settings. Thus, a key area of focus for the ISC is to support the integration of evidence-based practices in rural communities. The ISC achieves this by building the infrastructure and capacity for implementation research and practice, and by supporting and managing implementation cores, research studies, and projects. The ISC is led by Heather Reisinger, PhD, and has established partnerships with a number of institutes and centers across campus. The ISC offers space for creative collaboration and planning, onsite literature and scholarship services, and flexible workspaces for individuals and groups.

