2027 Implementation Science Pilot Program
About the University of Iowa’s Implementation Science Center
The University of Iowa Implementation Science Center is working to speed up the time it takes for healthcare professionals, public health practitioners, and policymakers to learn about—and appropriately implement—helpful, and even lifesaving, discoveries and practices that can benefit Iowans, the United States, and the world.
This pilot program provides grant funding for investigator-initiated implementation science projects across a broad range of health science disciplines. Funds are intended to help early- and mid-career investigators complete a one-year project that will inform a subsequent grant application to an external funding agency.
Key Dates:
· Letter of intent deadline: Friday October 2, 2026
· Letter of intent status notification: Friday October 16, 2026
· Full application deadline: Wednesday January 6, 2027
· Funding selection notification: Friday February 5, 2027
· Project start date for funded awards: After notification
· Award amount: $25,000
· Award Period: 1 year
· Number of awards: 2
Review criteria: All invited application will be reviewed by a) applying the NIH simplified peer-review framework, and b) assessing the likelihood the project will lead to an implementation science grant.
Applications that do not follow the requirements as detailed in this RFA and applications that are submitted late will be administratively withdrawn. 
Implementation Science Requirement: 
Pilot projects are required to focus on implementation science, i.e., the study of methods to promote the adoption and integration of evidence-based practices, intervention and policies into routine health care and public health settings. Implementation science projects generally seek to a) identify and understand barriers that delay uptake of medical evidence into clinical practice; and/or b) develop and evaluate strategies to overcome these barriers. 

Eligibility
This competition is open to principal investigators (PIs) at the University of Iowa who are eligible to receive investigator-initiated federal funding.
Early to mid-career PIs are encouraged to apply. Established PIs may also apply but should justify how the pilot project is a new line of inquiry.
Volunteer faculty, residents, fellows, or graduate students are generally not eligible to serve as PIs.
Letter of Intent Requirement 
Investigators must submit a Letter of Intent outlining the importance of the proposed research (Significance, Innovation), their planned approach, and the potential impact of the project. In addition, the letter should explain how the project will lead to extramural funding and how it will further the PI’s career goals. We anticipate inviting approximately 8 full applications. Applicants who do not advance to the full application stage will be notified via email. No scores or written comments will be provided. 
Letters of Intent (LOI) must be combined into one PDF, submitted online here and should contain: 
· Lay Language Summary (< 250 words); public relevance, target population, recruitment strategy, dissemination to key stakeholders 
· Proposed pilot study description and future plans (2 pages maximum) 
· NIH-format Biosketch for PI 
Letters of Intent will be evaluated on the following: 
· Relevance to implementation science;
· Importance of the research, including their significance and innovation;
· Rigor and Feasibility (Approach) 
· Likelihood of leading to an extramural grant
Full Application Requirements 
The following documents are required and must be uploaded as one PDF, in the order below, with the following naming convention: PILastNameFirstInitial – ISC Pilot 
• NIH Biographical Sketch (for all Key Personnel) 
• Research Plan
· Budget with justification
Research Plan should include the following sections and should not exceed 7 pages (not including references).
a. Specific Aims (1 page) 
b. Research Strategy (5 pages, excluding references). See Review Criteria below for additional details.
· Importance of the Research (Significance, Innovation) 
· Rigor and Feasibility (Approach, Rigor and Feasibility) 
· Expertise and Resources (Investigator, Environment) 
c. Study Timeline: any format is accepted. (1 page) 
d. References (no page limit) 
f. Appendix (optional; not included in page limit): Only limited appendices are allowed. Do not include additional data or information not essential for review of the application. 
Budget guidance: Applicants may request up to $25,000. 
The award may be used to fund up to $10,000 of the PI’s salary. 
Equipment may not exceed 10% of the total budget. The following costs are not covered by these awards: 
- Administrative or office costs (e.g., office supplies, telephone, etc.)
- Travel that is not directly related to the conduct of research 
- Other items typically supported by Facilities and Administration costs 
NIH Biographical Sketch: Include for all Key Personnel. Template, instructions, and samples found here. 
Review of pilot grant proposals: Applicants will receive a summary statement describing strengths and weaknesses of the application by February 2027. 

